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 �PPE -  
Personal Protective Equipment  and Rescue Equipment

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) used for working at heights needs to be inspected frequently to 
ensure it is fit for purpose.  This is covered by the Work at Height Safety Association (WAHSA) technical 
guidance note 3 which brings together the recommendations of the PPE regulations 1992, BS EN 
365:2004 and BS 8347:2005 CoP, HSE Guideline INDG 367. 

Inspections should be carried out as follows:

1. Pre-use checks (carried out by the user)

2. Interim inspections. (3 monthly intervals - where applicable – by the user)

3. Detailed inspections (carried out every 6 months by our Testing and Inspection team)

Regular inspection is very important as PPE can become damaged or lose its effectiveness, due to general 
wear and tear, misuse and exposure to dirt, grit, UV light or chemicals.  Our service ensures that your PPE 
is fully compliant, in date and fit for purpose.

 Rescue Equipment
Rescue Equipment needs to be regularly inspected under EN 341:2011 Personal Fall Protective 
Equipment; Descender devices for rescue. Our engineers are trained and qualified to undertake inspections 
of the most types of rescue equipment.

For all our customers, we maintain a database of their equipment, including PPE, which clients can access 
and download all test certificates and relevant datasheets.  We proactively contact customers up to two 
months before the due date of each inspection to arrange our visit.

PPE Inspection
An essential part of inspection of Cable and Rail-based fall protection systems involves ensuring that the appropriate PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) is 
worn. Our inspection engineers carry out a full review of customers’ PPE and offer advice on the suitability of PPE used with a system.

Safety at height without comprimiseSafety at height without compromise
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Abseil Access
Industrial Rope Access techniques are a popular way of accessing a building’s façade in areas that are difficult to reach.

We offer a full inspection and testing service that is individually tailored to minimise operational downtime and maximise productivity of 
abseil access equipment. Anchorage devices for abseil access are usually one of two types:

•	 Abseil Rails

•	 Abseil Eyebolts

 Abseil Eyebolts
These are normally installed in pairs for the attachment of both a working rope and safety (Back-Up) rope.  
The eyebolts are inspected and tested following the guidelines of LOLER (Lifting Operations and Lifting 
Equipment Regulations) 1998 and BS EN 7883. 

Frequency of Inspection
We provide a comprehensive inspection and testing service for anchorage devices used for 
Industrial Rope Access Purposes under the LOLER regulations 1998, which require as a 
minimum a six monthly inspection.   Our inspections would also involve a load test.

Where eyebolts / single point anchors are used for abseil access, this six monthly inspection 
would follow the requirements of BS 7883 2005.

 Abseil Rails
Abseil Rails are usually installed with carriages that allow left and right movement. The carriages are 
fitted with two points for attaching both a working rope and safety (Back-up) rope. The Abseil Rail and 
carriages need to be inspected and tested following the guidelines of LOLER (Lifting Operations and Lifting 
Equipment Regulations) 1998.

Safety at height without comprimise eurosafesolutions.comTesting and InspectionSafety at height without compromise



12

Permanent Access Systems
Permanent Access Systems are widely used across the UK to provide safe access to high level internal and external building façades in order to carry out 
cleaning, inspection and light maintenance.  These systems need to be tested and inspected in accordance with LOLER, PUWER, EN 1808 and BS 6037 
Pt1 & Pt2.

There are two main types of Permanent Access Systems: Suspended Access Equipment (which are tested according to BS 6037-Pt1 2003) and 
Permanently Installed Access equipment (tested according to BS 6037-Pt2-2004).  

We offer building owners and property managers a full inspection and testing solution individually tailored to minimise any downtime and maximise 
productivity of any permanent access equipment. 

 Suspended Access Equipment
Suspended access equipment, such as Building Maintenance Units and Monorail Systems are an essential 
part of many building’s maintenance services.   It is essential that the equipment is safe and fit for purpose 
and properly maintained and examined. 

We provide a complete inspection and testing service designed to minimise downtime and maximise 
productivity.

The inspection and testing of suspended access equipment calls for a quarterly regime as follows:

•	 Month  1 – Inspection, thorough examination and load test 
•	 Month 4 – Inspection. 
•	 Month 7 – Inspection and thorough examination. 
•	 Month 10 – Inspection.

We provide our customers with full inspection records, thorough examination reports and 
recommendations based on those findings.

 Travelling Ladders & Gantries
Travelling Ladders and Gantries can be either and mechanically powered or hand operated and are 
typically used by window cleaners or maintenance personnel to access either the outside or the inside of 
large glazed atria. 

We provide dedicated Testing and Inspection services for Travelling Ladders and Gantries, as it is set out in 
BS 6037-2:2003.  This states that a quarterly inspection regime should be adopted. 

A typical inspection regime for Travelling Ladders and Gantries is as follows:

•	 Month 1 – Inspection, thorough examination and load test. 
•	 Month 4 – Inspection 
•	 Month 7 – Inspection and thorough examination 
•	 Month 10 – Inspection.

Our aim is to ensure that your permanent access equipment is available for use 365 days per year, allowing 
you to maintain your building fabric at all times.

Safety at height without comprimiseSafety at height without compromise
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 Rails, Beams
In the case of equipment for lifting personnel, or an accessory for lifting, this should be done every six 
months.  In the case of non-personnel lifting equipment, this should be inspected and tested every 12 
months. If appropriate, it should be inspected by a competent person at suitable intervals between 
thorough examinations.  In both cases, this would involve a load test.

 Flagpole Inspection
Flagpoles need to be inspected in accordance with LOLER 1998 regulations – the raising and lowering of 
materials.  The regulations also cover associated wires and shackles, hooks, pole carrier and slings, which 
are classed as lifting equipment and therefore need to be inspected at least every 12 months

We provide a comprehensive Flagpole inspection service, in order to minimise public liability risks and 
ensure compliance with the regulations.

Suspension Points, Rails, Beams
Rail, Beams and Suspension points  are typically used for the raising & lowering of materials & personnel and require a dedicated 
Testing and Inspection regime in accordance with LOLER (Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations) 1998.

 Suspension Points
Hanging/Anchor Points are permanently fixed into the structure of a building, these are for the suspension 
of decorations and signage.  Commonly used for the hanging of Christmas decorations, a thorough test will 
ensure that they are capable of suspending the required load. 

The maximum inspection interval is 12 monthly, this is in accordance with LOLER 1998 regulations and BS 
8539 / BS 7883 this would involve a load test.

Safety at height without comprimise eurosafesolutions.comTesting and InspectionSafety at height without compromise
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Lightning Protection
Our extensive experience in safety at height, combined with our knowledge in Lightning Protection, means we offer a comprehensive nationwide Lightning 
Protection test and inspection service. The ever-increasing reliance upon electronic systems in our everyday lives and the subsequent consequences of 
damage to these systems heightens the need to protect them from damage by lightning strike.

 Lightning Protection
Our services include;

•	 Risk Assessments in Accordance with BS EN 62305 / IEC 62305 / BS 6651 and NF C 17-102,

•	 Full Lightning Protection Design and Installation (Faraday Cage and Early Streamer Emitters),

•	 Annual Testing of Lightning Protection,

•	 Testing of Earth Systems,

•	 Site Surveys,

•	 Surge Protection Advice,

It is a requirement of the Electricity at Work Regulations – Reg 4 part 2:1989 to have lightning protection 
systems professionally maintained to minimise danger.  It is recommended in BS EN 62305 that “Tests 
should be repeated at fixed intervals, preferably not exceeding 12 months.”  NOTE: It is advantageous to 
choose a period slightly shorter than 12 months in order to vary the season in which tests are made. 

It is worth noting that lightning protection / earthing systems alone will not eliminate the possible damage to 
electrical goods caused by a lightning strike. There is a need to have a comprehensive protection system, 
which incorporates earthing, surge protection and electromagnetic shielding.

Safety at height without comprimiseSafety at height without compromise
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 Fire Extinguishers
Fire extinguishers are a critical part of every building’s fire and rescue plan, therefore ensuring that they 
work correctly. It is a requirement of BS 5306 part 3 and 8 that they are inspected and serviced annually.

Our engineers can undertake the inspection of fire extinguishers in conjunction with other planned 
inspection and maintenance works at customers’ premises. One such example of this is the Wind 
Power generation sector where we inspect both the safety systems and CO2 extinguishers within the 
wind turbines. Here, both our Work at Height skills and our training in fire extinguisher inspection can be 
combined to offer customers an effective solution to ensure their compliance.

 �Gutter Cleaning & Window 
Cleaning

Eurosafe Solutions can assist with your window cleaning and gutter cleaning requirements. These PPM 
services lengthen the lifespan of the building and help to reduce reactive issues. We can look to carry out 
cleans in conjunction with other services to maximise time spent on site, reduce expenditure and disruption 
to on site residents.

Additional Maintenance Services
Our ability to work safely at height, combined with our pro-active management of a customers property portfolio have led a number of our clients to request 
we extend our service offering to cover a range of maintenance services.

 Wind Turbine Inspection
We provide a comprehensive inspection and testing service for wind turbines.

The British Standard BS EN 50308-2004 Wind Turbines – Protective measures – requirements for design, 
operation and maintenance, highlights the need for the regular planned inspection of the component parts 
of the Turbine.
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